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Willard Straza, late of Regina, SK passed away

peacefully on Saturday, June 20, 2020 at the

age of 93 years.

 Willard was predeceased by his daughter

Deborah Patton (nee Straza); his wife Doreen

Straza; his 10 siblings and many other family

and friends over the years. Willard is survived

by his daughter Brenda (Scott); sons Rocky

(Lori) and Quinn (Erynne); seven grandchildren

Ryan, Tara (Dave), Chad, Courtney (Paul), River, Sloane, Luca; and great-

grandchildren Saih, Destiny, Kainean, and Pypper.

 Willard was born to Mary and John Eli Straza in Elm Springs, SK on January 9,

1927. He was one of eleven children. Willard spent his younger years on the farm

in Wood Mountain. He left the family farm in his early 20's to find work. Willard

got a job in Drumheller working in the coal mines for a while. Willard then moved

to Regina, SK in 1949 and started “Straza and Straza Building Moving Company”

with his brother, George. In his first few years in Regina, Willard and two of his

brothers, Pete and Jackie, were boxers for the Regina Boxing Club. The three

brothers were naturals and Willard was the “Southpaw” of the trio. He won the

lightweight division “Golden Gloves” in August 1953. Boxing was always in

Willard's heart, he loved to talk about it with anyone.

 Willard met Doreen and theirs was a short courtship, they were married on

November 27, 1953. They were blessed with four children - 2 girls, then 2 boys.
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Willard and Doreen worked hard to support the family, they were a great team.

Willard did enjoy time away from work. He and Doreen loved to go to dances and

take the family camping. He also loved hunting and fishing with his brother,

George; and helping farm in Wood Mountain with his brother, Dan. Willard was

also very religious and enjoyed time spent reading scripture.

 Willard had the Building Moving Business for 25 years until he retired in 1974. He

was never really one to “relax in retirement”, thus Willard went to work for his

brother Pete, again working hard moving buildings and doing demolition jobs.

Willard had a number of serious accidents at work throughout his career and in

1975 he experienced a life-threatening accident which nearly took his life. It was at

that time that Willard decided to put the hardhat and gloves down and really

retire. However, he loved manual labour and was always there to help a neighbour,

family member or friend with odd jobs like building a fence, fixing foundations,

roofing, yard work and gardening.

 Willard moved into Elmview Extendicare in August 2014 when his health started

to decline. Once he settled into life at Elmview, he found he couldn't just sit still.

Willard enjoyed going for walks before he went to Elmview so it was no surprise

that he would often do up to 20 laps inside the building per day. When staff found

out he was a boxer in his youth they did shadowboxing for exercise group. He

enjoyed helping Lawry in the courtyard with the gardening, he enjoyed the social

games - Bingo was his favourite, and he also relaxed by doing puzzles while

enjoying his tea.

 Willard never complained about his physical hardships. He was a strong man, a

fighter to the end. His religious beliefs were unbroken as was his faith in his Savior

Jesus Christ.

 The family would like to thank Elmview Extendicare for all the exceptional care

and love they showed Willard over his almost six years with them. It will never be
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forgotten and is greatly appreciated. Special thanks to Lawry Tardiff. In

lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Elmview Resident and Family

Support Group Inc., 101 - 1545 Neville Drive, Regina, SK S4Z 0A7.

 Private family graveside will be held. Interment in Riverside Memorial Park.

 

 

Messages of Condolence

My deepest condolences to all the Straza family. Willard will always hold a special

place in my heart! His helpful hands were amazing and he was always willing to

take on a new challenge. He had a heart of gold and he will be missed as will his

incredibly loving family, who would do anything for their dad.

— Lawry Tardif

Brenda & Rocky. Thinking of you guys. Hugs to the family.

— Denise and Barb

My condolences Rocky and Lori and Quinn and family on the passing of your dad.

— Brenda Kerth

My deepest heartfelt sympathy to the entire Straza family...Quinn, Erynne, River,

Sloane and Luca...please accept my most heartfelt condolences and thoughts at the

passing of your dear father, father-in-law and grandfather...take comfort that he is

at peace and with our Lord Saviour...

— Barry Bailey

— 3 —



My Deepest Condolences to my cousins on the loss of your Father. Thought and

prayers are with you always.

— Tony Straza

My deepest condolences to all the Straza family. May Willard rest in peace and be

fondly remembered. I remember meeting Willard briefly with Quinn many years

ago. Sending my heartfelt sympathies to Quinn and Rocky who've I known for

many years.

— Rodrigo Geve

My deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathy to you all. Take comfort knowing

he is safe in the arms of Jesus now and the rest of his beloved family.

— Colleen Rempel

my deepest condolences to you Rocky . Even though I have never met your dad I

feel a bit of a connection since a lot of the things mentioned in the obit reminds me

of my mother a very hard and dedicated worker . Take care of yourself and

thankyou for sending it to me.

— don l blasko

My Condolences to Rocky and Lori, Quinn and Erin and family, Brenda and family.

He had a long and full life. A fighter until the end. Take comfort that he is at peace

now. He will be remembered and missed.

— Deb Kowbel

I’m so sorry to hear about your Dad, Rocky. My sympathies ❤ ️

— Diane
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My Deepest Sympathy Rocky and Quinton on the loss of your father.

— Noma yurkiw

Our thoughts and prayers are with you Rocky and Lori and the

members of your family.

Your father has left a lasting legacy will which always be remembered by

all who knew and loved him.

God Bless.

— Wally and Mary Sotski

Rocky, Quinn and families. So sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. Our thoughts

are with you.

Tim & Dot

— Tim Zerr

https://www.myalternatives.ca/obituaries/straza-willard

Printed on July 10, 2026

— 5 —

https://www.myalternatives.ca/obituaries/straza-willard

