Nelson Michael
Milligan

APRIL 26, 2022

Nelson Michael Milligan passed away
peacefully after a short battle with pancreatic
cancer at the Pasqua Hospital, in Regina,

Saskatchewan on Tuesday, April 26, 2022.

Nelson Jr. was born in Melville, Saskatchewan

on June 13, 1959. His loving mother Elizabeth
was also born in Melville and it was there that
she met and married Nelson Sr. in 1955. Nelson Sr. had moved to Melville from
Pipestone, Manitoba to begin a long and illustrious 38 year career at the
Saskatchewan Power Corporation. While in Melville, Nelson Jr. was blessed to
have a loving big sister Catherine and younger brother Donald at his side. After the
family relocated to Swift Current, Saskatchewan, Nelson’s youngest brother

Shawn was born.

Like his father, Nelson started his many working years as a lineman with stints at
Saskatchewan Power Corporation, Dowie Construction, K-Line Maintenance and
Construction and Enmax Calgary. Nelson, also known as Nelly, excelled as a
journeyman lineman like his father and was known to be one of the hardest

working and most proficient pole climbers in the industry.

Subsequent to his retirement, Nelson followed a lifelong passion for the outdoors
and moved to Meadow Lake Provincial Park where he purchased Tawa Cabins and
Outfitters with his good friends Cory and Brenda Mamer. Although owning and

running a business of this nature was challenging at times, being able to hunt, fish



and enjoy the great outdoors was a just reward.

On June 7, 2014, Nelson Sr. passed away and Nelly unselfishly moved in with his
mother to be her companion and caregiver after he sold his business. Nelson loved
being with his mom. A typical day consisted of reading the paper, tending to the
day to day chores and preparing or planning their next meal. Nelson loved food!!
Our family will forever be in his debt for the loving care and companionship he

provided his dear mother. In Nelson’s heart, she stood above all others.

As a son, brother, uncle and a friend, Nelson was unparalleled. He was brutally
honest at times, however his loyalty and generosity surpassed all others. There
was nothing that Nelson wouldn’t do for his friends and family, however it was his
random acts of kindness that really defined him as a person. He never wanted
anything in return, he just wanted those in need to be helped. As an example, while
shopping this past Christmas, Nelson overheard a mother and her son discussing
the fact that she could not afford to buy her son a toy he wanted. The boy politely
told his mother that he understood. To their surprise, Nelson approached them and
offered to buy the toy for the boy. The mother and son politely declined his
generosity, however Nelson insisted saying “I want to help because of the
wonderful job you have done raising such a polite young man!” That is just one of

numerous examples of his kindness.

Given that Nelson did not have children of his own, Nelson loved spoiling his many
nieces, nephews and family and friend’s children. He would drive many miles to
support them in all capacities. He would often be heard screaming out their names
and cheering them on (even though it was embarrassing at times). His nieces and
nephews all greatly respected and loved him. Uncle Nelly was also famous for his
wild dance routines while listening to the Rolling Stones or the song ‘Cotton Eye
Joe’. Nelly was a true sportsman with a love for hockey in particular. The Boston
Bruins were his favourite team and Stan Jonathan was his favourite player. He also

held the self-proclaimed title of being the “handsomest man in Regina” in his early



days!! Many people thought he was Regina’s version of Richard Gere.

Over many years, Nelson loved staying and having a good time with his parents
and family in Mesa, Arizona and would often volunteer to drive down south with
his mom and dad. Nelson also loved spending time in the summer at the family
cabin at Crooked Lake, Saskatchewan and it was there that his love for mother
nature began. Nelson was truly ‘one of a kind’ who did things ‘his way’. He will be
greatly missed, however his legacy will live on because of the many people he
loved and loved him. Nelson was a long time child sponsor and patron of World
Vision. Unsurprisingly, Nelson will be generously donating a large part of his
estate to various local and national charities to help those in need. Nelson’s famous
line was “Take it easy, but take it!!” In honour of our dear Nelson, please live your

life to the fullest with no regrets!!

Nelson Jr. was predeceased by his father Nelson Sr.; his sister Catherine; niece
Paityn and many special aunts, uncles and cousins. He leaves to mourn his brother
Donald (Terri), Dru, Levi: his brother Shawn (Whitney), Keegan, Eamon, Tatumn
and Kieran: and brother-in-law Bill Shupe, Eli and Liam. He also leaves to mourn

his passing many special cousins, aunts, uncles, friends and neighbours.

Cremation has taken place at Regina Memorial Gardens. A private family burial
will be held at a later time. Thank you all for being part of Nelson’s life. Now the
hard work of living without him begins. We are a strong family and we will endure
in his honour. Nelly never was one to give up. The family wishes to thank the
wonderful staff at the Pasqua Hospital in particular the 3A Palliative Care Unit.
Those wishing to may donate to Nelly’s favourite charities World Vision, the
Salvation Army, Soul’s Harbour Rescue Mission, the Regina Humane Society and

the Mental Health Association Regina Branch

Nothing Gold Can Stay Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.

Her early leaf’s a flower;



But only so an hour.

Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,

So dawn goes down to day.

Nothing gold can stay. -Robert Frost

Messages of Condolence

You will be greatly missed by our family! We enjoyed every time we got to visit

with you. [J

— Sherry Predinchuk

It was a pleasure knowing and working with you in the ILC days. You will be

missed.

Darrell and Debbie Bohn

— Darrell Bohn

I will miss you so much, Nelson. Thank you for being the best neighbour for the
last 30 years. I will never forget the day you watching and cheering me on into the
limo when I got married. We truly will miss you so much. But never forget you.

Thank you for being you []

— Pam Paul



Sincere condolences to Nelson’s mom, brothers, sister and extended family and
dear friends. Millie was a true gem who was loved by all who knew him. He was
always so kind, caring, giving and always entertaining giving everyone laughs to
cherish. I will always cherish the memories I have of Millie. Rest easy Millie...until

we meet again. []

— Bernie D’Andrea

We remember so many good times, mom comments how polite he was and could

he eat, we’ll miss you Nelly[]

— Fraser Family

TO THE MILLIGAN FAMILY, BETTY AND MY DEAR FRIEND TERRI AND DON -
AND THE ENTIRE FAMILY. WE ARE SO VERY SORRY TO HEAR OF THE
PASSING OF NELLIE. YOU ARE A VERY STRONG FAMILY AND WILL GET
THROUGH THIS VERY SAD TIME IN YOUR LIFE BY LEANING ON EACH OTHER
AND REMEMBERING ALL THE GOOD TIMES YOU HAD WITH NELLIE AND ALL
YOUR FAMILY OVER THE PAST YEARS. NELLIE WAS A VERY SPECIAL PERSON
IN YOUR LIVES AS YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR LOVELY OBITUARY TRIBUTE TO
HIM. HE WILL BE DEARLY MISSED AND FONDLY REMEMBERED BY ALL WHO
KNEW HIM. KEEP STRONG AND LOVE EACH OTHER AND TAKE CARE OF EACH
OTHER. OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU.

— LORNE AND CHERYL LEADER



To the entire Mulligan Family, my deepest condolences to you all on the passing of
dear brother, uncle, nephew. Nellie was a best friend to my brother Doug. Nellie
and Doug met during their childhood years playing hockey..... of course and
remained great friends. The last time I saw Nellie was in St. Louis at Doug’s
funeral..... He told me he travelled almost 12 hours to get there. Even though he
didn’t have the appropriate attire, it never stopped him. We hugged and we
cried....Nellie and Wick are new re-united after over 20 years and most likely
playing on the same line. Doug often referred to his buddy as a diamond in the
rough.... Nellie you were a real gem. Our lives were made richer for having you in

them.

— Marcia Wickenheiser

I have fond memories of our hockey days together. In particular one game where I
was on the wrong end of a fight and thankful Nelly left the bench (the only player
on our team to do so) to rescue me. He was one of the best teammates I ever had.

Donnie, Shawn and family, you are in my thoughts and prayers

Pugs

— Ron Pugsley

Nelson was an amazing man who brought joy and happiness to everyone around
him. I have fond memories of him in English at LeBoldus High School. When he
was absent from the class everyone would say "where's Nelson?" When I was
visiting my mother in Calgary he took me out dancing during the Stampede. He
was the best dancer and lit up every gathering. May God comfort his family and

friends.

— Sandy Dombowsky



Our most sincere condolences go out to Nelly's family. Jack and myself knew Nelly

in his ILC years. He certainly was the Richard Gere of Regina, quite a charmer.

— Jack and Val Barnes

I just heard the sad news of Nelly's passing. We had lost contact over the years,
but I still remember him very fondly - we did have some fun times together.
Rest in Peace Nelson!

w

— Wendy Baker
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