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Thomas Norman Jones

September 13, 1970 - March 29, 2022

 

Tom passed away peacefully after a long battle

with dementia complicated by pneumonia. He is

survived by his sister, Sally Weber (Stan); his nephews, Travis, Bryce and Blain;

niece, Krista Weber; his uncle Frank; aunt, Mickie; and cousins Doug, Gregg, and

Scott Korek, Rita Davies (Dan), Don (Cathy), and Connie Jones. He is also survived

by his guardian, Roberta Groff; and special friends, Judi Graff, Dana Tetz and Lane

Berglind.

 

He is predeceased by his parents, Norman and Evelyn (Korek) Jones; sister, Lynne

Maggs; grandparents, Dolly (Stan) Korek, and Bill Jones; aunts, Tess Korek, Jessie

Boyle, and Muriel Jones; uncles, Irvin Korek and Bob Jones; niece, Lydia Weber;

and cousin, Bill Boyle; Ray Groff, Tom’s joint guardian, is also deceased.

 

Tom was born in an era when many down syndrome children were placed in

institutions at birth. Norm and Evelyn refused this choice saying they were going

to raise him and find the best opportunities for him to have as normal a life as

possible. They did just that. Extended family members, in particular Dolly and
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Frank Korek, Sally, and many extended family members on both sides of the

family, and friends, like Faye Chinn helped to give him confidence, skills, and the

love to make him the happy, fun loving, outgoing and loving Person he was.

Despite his handicap Tom was very clever, and witty. He often surprised people

with the surprising things he said and did.

 

While his parents were alive, they, his sister Sally, and other extended family

members had regular family dinners where Tom was always the entertainer. He

sang alone or with Karaoke, told jokes and stories. He loved these parties so much

as did all the family. His parents got him involved in swimming and bowling, at the

Calgary Winter Club where he started entering Special Olympic events. He

continued these pursuits with his guardians, in bowling and floor hockey. He loved

movies, country music, Hitmen hockey games, and events at the Calgary Petroleum

Club with his sister Sally’s family. Tom loved to travel with his sister, Sally, and

family and later with his guardians Ray and Roberta Groff. He visited Hawaii, St.

Lucia, Mexico, and many States in the US. An Alaskan cruise with the “Gaithers”

was especially enjoyable. As a child and young man, he spent much of his summers

with his sister Sally and family in their summer home in British Columbia or at

their farm. He was always a hit with the neighbours everywhere.

 

As part of finding the best education for Tom as he got older, Norm bought a house

in Olds where he and Tom lived during the week so he could attend the Horizon

School run by Roberta and Ray Groff. Thus began the relationship that led to his

parents choosing them to be Tom’s Guardians.

Ray and Roberta got Tom involved in a special ministry they started in Mexico

helping Down Syndrome individuals. They raised money and Tom gave an annual
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speech to the people there. He was very proud of this work and received the

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee award for his work. Church was also important to Tom.

Ray and Roberta also started a Friendship Group which met regularly for Tom and

other friends which had activities that Tom enjoyed. As Tom’s health deteriorated,

he was moved to a Scope Facility for his last eighteen months.

 

Tom was loved and well cared for by all his family, guardians, and caretakers and

Tom brought joy to everyone who knew him.

 

Roberta and Jodi will host a Celebration of Tom’s Life on Friday, April 22 at 1:00 

pm atCenter Street Church.

 

Sally will also host another Celebration of Tom’s Life, at a later date, with family

and close family friends to share favorite memories of Tom.

Messages of Condolence

Lovely obit for Tommy. Such a great kid. Met him in his younger years. Really

enjoyed his cheery fun loving jovial personality. He loved life. Rip tommy with the

angels above.

— Duffields
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Sally,Stan and family,

We were very sorry to hear of Tommy’s passing. The many opportunities and

experiences you gave him was a true testimony of your love for Tommy.

Sally, he was truly blessed to have you as his sister!

May your sadness be lessened by remembering all the wonderful and happy times

you had with him.

— Gordon / Joanne Bussey

Having grown up as Tom’s cousin, I spent a lot of time with Tom as a child. I can

say without a doubt that Tom was the happiest person I ever met. Tom loved

everybody, and everybody loved Tom. This is true for relatives, friends, and

everyone he met.

I had the opportunity to see Tom often as he grew up, as I lived with our

Grandmother, Dolly Korek, for a few years . Tom spent many weekends at his

Grandmother’s house. They had a special closeness that was unrivaled. I had the

opportunity to watch Tom grow up, and a day never went by where he didn’t make

me laugh. Tom was a one of a kind person full of joy with a giving heart. He did so

much for other people. This includes his charitable foundation in Mexico he started

with help from his loving guardians, Ray and Roberta Groff. I will miss Tom dearly.

May Tom rest with the angels in heaven.

— Scott Korek
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