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CONKLIN, Theresa Anne (Oliver)

1967 - 2022

Theresa went to be with Jesus on July 13 at the

age of 54. Theresa was born in Kingston,

Ontario on November 8, 1967. She grew up on

the family farm in Petworth, Ontario, where she learned to love the country life.

After high school Theresa spent a year in Spain where she learned the language

and made many friends. Upon her return she attended Guelph University obtaining

her Honours B.A. She had spent her third year in Spain again immersed in the

language and culture where she honed her Spanish. This was followed by

attending Western Ontario University for her teaching degree.

 

In the early 90's Theresa gave her life to the LORD and from that point on she was

dedicated to loving God and loving people. She was called to the mission field and

ended up on Mercy Ships ministering in Central America where her Spanish skills

were put to God's use. There she met Kathia Montes and they bonded over their

mutual heart for the people.  In the years that followed she developed many close

friendships with people who spoke Spanish and was able to offer prayer and

encouragement in their native tongue.
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Theresa was also a valuable and much loved member of any Church family she was

involved in. Her infectious laugh, her willingness to serve, and her ability to lead

the worship or bring a message was always appreciated. She had a real gift of

hospitality and was always ready to welcome people into her life.

 

Theresa moved west to Olds with her family in 2002 where she met and married

Ian Conklin in 2006 and became Nana T. Theresa contributed to the family

businesses by creatively writing copy and commercials for websites and by helping

to manage and renovate the boarding house. Mostly she enjoyed getting to know

the people that made the boarding house their home.

 

 All of Theresa's employment opportunities enabled her to become a masterful "Jill

of All Trades". She could renovate, decorate, and paint while still using her

teaching skills to instruct in Spanish and English.

 

Theresa had many and varied interests. She loved her garden and hot sunny

weather. She would head to a beach to take in the rays and read and could see

herself living in Mexico full-time. She enjoyed playing her keyboard and had a real

appreciation for music. Her favourites ranged from Christian contemporary and

hymns to country to the Eagles and ABBA. Theresa enjoyed horseback riding and

her passion for rodeo had her visiting small towns all over Alberta.

 

After her marriage ended, Theresa completed her Registered Massage Therapist

Certification in 2018 and started her practice. Through her hard work and

dedication she excelled in her craft and really found her niche. She will be sorely
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missed by her patients and fellow workers.

 

Theresa leaves behind to mourn her mother, Margaret Oliver; exhusband, Ian

Conklin; grandchildren, Grace, Isabel, and Olivia; brother Andrew (Marlene); and

numerous beloved nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her father, Jim

Oliver and both sets of grandparents.

 

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to New Hope Fellowship indicating for

Kathia Montes, Missionary in Costa Rica, 5014 - 49 Street, Olds, AB, T4H 1H3.

Messages of Condolence

My deepest condolences to Theresa’s family and friends. She was a beautiful

person inside and out. I am blessed to have known her.

— Carolyn Gillard

My deepest sympathy to the Oliver family. Rest in peace Theresa. My only wish is

that I spent more time getting to know you - my husband’s cousin. Alas.

— Tracey Davis
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Theresa was my best friend in university, despite how very different our

backgrounds and personalities were; she was Canadian country, I was Italian

Canadian city girl. What bonded us was our love of the Spanish language and

culture, but she was also just a pure and good person and was a lot of fun. She and

her mum, Marg, became part of my family and were there for us when my mum

was sick and passed away from the same disease many years ago. Although I didn’t

see her much after she moved to Alberta, our friendship was always there. I will

miss you, T, as will so many others. RIP, my friend. Qué en paz descanses.

— Carla C Rossit

Deepest condolences to Margaret and family. Theresa was my caring, competent

massage therapist. We shared many laughs together and I appreciated her wit and

humour.

I remember pushing her in her wheelchair through the snow and laughing together

at our struggles to move her forward. Another bright light gone into the starry

night. With deepest sympathy.

Jill

— Jill Hadley

One of the best grandparents you could ask for. My best memories with her were

singing ABBA in the car on drives to the beach, having her special taco salad

recipe every time I visited, and our trips to the zoo with my sisters and Papa Ian. I

already miss her so much but I’m happy she isn’t suffering anymore.

— Olivia Conklin
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I met Theresa at NIMT, as we both studied Massage Therapy. We were the two

“old/mature ones” in the class, as she was only a few months older than me.

Theresa was a lovely person, crazy supportive and loving of my large family. As the

anniversary of her passing nears, I find my heart yearning toward her. I know she

is present with me in spirit, and I am so grateful for her friendship. Theresa you

are in my heart daily as I drive your Vibe and do my work — you were such a part

of this life change of going into the work force as an RMT, it’s so hard to believe

you aren’t working with me!! Thank you for being my friend, I love and miss you

desperately!!

— Kelly Jonsson

https://www.myalternatives.ca/obituaries/conklin-theresa-anne
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